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Aaswer to “ An Inquirer,” whose request | 


was published in page 18. 
(Concluded from page 28.) 


Ta addition to heaven,and heaven of heay- 
ens, the kingdom of heaven, &c. on which 
we have already treated; we shall now 
treat first, on the powers of heaven, which, 
we read, shall be shaken. Matt. xxiv. 29, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken. We have seen that heaven is ap- 
plied to the church, both.under the law and 
under the gospel ;.it is called the kingdom 
of Gott andthe kingdom of heaven. The 
church being thes ealled heaven, we must 
inquife what is méant by the powers of 
heaven, and then in what sense these pow- 
ers shall be shaken. We must bear in 
mind, that the shaking of these powers was 
future when Christ foretold it ; but past to 
us, who now read of it, because it was to 
take place before that generation past away; 
consequently, the shaking of the powers ot 
heaven, of which Christ here spake, has 
long since taken place. 

Powers, applied eithem. the civil or ec- 


ee : “ t be 
cles#Stical kingdom, mean the rulers,teach- 


ers or governors. Thus the Sanhedrim was 
the power of the Jewish church. Jt was 
the supreme power of that church ; all del- 
egated power to subordinate priests, consti- 
tuted them powers inthe church: conse- 
quently power exercised in the Jewish 
church, was plural. “ The powers of heav- 
en.” 

Thus the powers of heaven, of which 
Christ spake in this and similar passages 
mean the rulers and teachers of the Jewish 
church. The eivil authority, which was in 
connection with the ecclesiastical, was one 
of the powers of which we are speaking. 

The shaking of these powers was their 
overturn and rejection, together with the 
destruction of the dispensation, under which 
their power was exercised. This, then,ap- 
plies to the destruction of Jerusalem, of 
the Temple and the final and everlasting 
end of the charch under types, shadows and 
carnal sacrifices: but we are not to suppose 
that that was the end of thechurch or king- 
dom of heaven on earth ; butthat it imme- 
diately passed under a diffcrent dispensa- 





tion, even that of the gospel. ‘The former 
dispensation with its powers was shaken to 
pieces, in order that that Which could not 
be shaken might remain. The whole may 
be seen in the 25, 26, 27, 28, And 29 verse 
es of the xii. of Hebrews. See that ye re- 
fuse not him that speaketh, for if they es- 
caped not, who refused him that spake on 
earth, much more shall not we escape, if 
we turn away from him that speaketh from 
heaven. Whose voice then shook the 
earth, but now he hath promised, saying, 
yet once more I shake not the earth only, 
but also heaven. And this word, once 
more, signifieth the removing of those things 
that are shaken, as of things, that are made, 
that those things, which cannot be shaken 
may remain. Wherefore we, receiving a 
kingdom, which cannot be moved, (viz. the 
gospel kingdom,) let us have grace, where- 
by we may serve God acceptably with rev- 
erence and godly fear. Eerour God isa 
consuming fire, love. So Haggai ii. 6, 7— 
For thus saith the Lord of bd&ts; ‘vet once, 
it is a little while, and I wil! shake the heav- 
ens a@theeearth. and thes and the dry 

nd. And I will shake ali nations, and the 
desire of all nations shall come ; and I will 
fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

‘The shaking of the powers of heaven and 
of heaven itself evidently, by a figure, rep- 
resents the destruction of the Jewish church 
and nation, after Christ’s coming, and these 
events were so near together, that they are 
mentioned as taking place at the same 
time. 

Thus the powers of heaven have been 
shaken. 

The shaking of heaven, and the powers 
of heaven are so nearly connected, that it is 
difficult to treat of the latter, without anti- 
cipating the former. But a little attention 
will make it plain 5 the powers of heaven, 
are the rulers of the church ; the heaven, is 
the church itself. ‘Thus the shaking of 
heaven and its powers, was the overthrow 
of the church under the types, &c. together 
with its rulers. 

This makes the shaking of heaven so clear 
that it will be needless to treat particularly 
on that. 
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The new heaven will next engage our at- who sat upon the throne, Rey. xxi. 5. And 


tention. 


The subject of the new heavens is, and 


has been variously understood. It will be 


needless to recite the different opinions con- 
cerning it, but proceed directly to point out 


what, in our opinion, is the meaning. 

The two dispensations, that of the law 
and that of the gospel are, as we have seen, 
called heaven, the kingdom of keaven, &c. 
They are called covenants, first and second 
ornew. Heb. viii. 7,8. They are called 
the old and the new, Heb. viii. 13. In that 
he saith, a new covenant, he hath made the 
first old. Now that, which decayetl and 
waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 

In what sense, now, must we understand 


| make all things new.” 


he that sat upon the throne said, behold } 
make all things new. Heaven and earth 
shall be so replenished with light and love; 
the peace and felicity of mankind shall be 


so great and universal ; that all societies of 


men will manifest a renewal in the spirit of 
their minds ; all shall know the Lord from 
the least to the greatest. This change of 
mankind from vice to virtue 3 from hatred 
to love ; and this being universal through 
the world will bea new era on earth, and be 
a fulfilment of that declaration, “ Behold I 


With respect to the heaven of glory and 


' state of bliss, we shall only observe, that 
‘its glory and the felicity of its inhabitants — 


the new heavens ? Ans. By it we under-jare such, that eye hath not seen nor ear 


stand, the second covenant, or, as it is fre-} heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 


quently called, the new covenant or gospel 
dispensation in its rise, progress, and final 
result. This is the new heaven. This is 
the kingdom of heaven, which was at hand, 
in the time of John, of Jesus Christ and the 
apostles, and which commenced immediate- 
ly after the destruetion of Jerusalem and 
the Temple. This is the new heaven,— 
Rev. xxi. 1, which John saw, after the first 
heaven had passed away; i.e. the gospel 
dispensation taking place, the legal dispen- 
sation having receded. 

This is the new heaven of which Peter, 
(2 Epis. ii. 13,) speaks : Nevertheless we, 
according to his pronrise,look for new heav- 
ens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. So Isaiah lxv. 17. For be- 
hold I create new heavens and a new earth: 
and the former shall not be remembered, 
nor come into mind. When Christ said 
heaven and earth shall pass away, the des- 
truction of the Jewish church and nation,or 
the ecclesiastical and civil power of the 
Jews is meant: They shall pass away or 
be destroyed. So 2 Pet. iii. 10, 11, 12.— 
For the day of the Lord will come as athief 
inthe night ; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, &e. 

Heaven and earth are frequently men- 
tioned together, as being made new ; by 
which we understand, that the civil kine- 
doms in the time of the gospel dispensation 
shall be enlightened su as to understand 
and enjoy their civil and religious rights.— 
Agreeable to John, Rev. xi. 15. And the 
seventh angel sounded, and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying; the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ and he shall reign 
forever and ever. 

This answers to the declaration of him, 





of man to conceive. 

The many instances, in which heaven is 
mentioned both in the old and new Testa- 
ments, are generally to be understood as 
relating to the firmament, the atmosphere, 
or the church on earth ; and these, from 
our greater acquaintance, are the more ful- 
ly described; bit the heaven of future glo- 
ry and blessedness is seen through a glass 
darkly ; and it is by faith, and by conclu- 
sions drawn from scriptural declarations, 
only, that we can form any idea of that 
blessed state. Shall we, in heaven, see as 
we are seen and know as we are known? 
Will faith and hope both cease in heaven, 
because we shall then see and enjoy, what 
we believed and hoped for here ? Will the 
felicity in heaven, be complete, the love of 
the blessed be endless and unchangeable ? 
Ifso, we may naturally conclude what is the 
desirableness of that state and the blessed- 
ness of its enjoyment. 

There remaineth this rest of heaven for 
the people of God. It is summed un, as 
consisting in the enjoyment of the supreme 
good. which is God himself. ‘This bless- 
edness, or enjoyment of God, is called 
heaven, salvation, the heavenly inheritance, 
eternal life, &e. and is the gift of Gedthro’ 
Jesus Christ to all mankind, without con- 
ditions as a reason of its enjoyment. If it 
be of works, then it is no more grace, oth- 
erwise work is no more work + but if it be 
of grace, then itis no more work, otherwise 
grace is no more grace.—Rom. xi. 6. 

Let every per.on, in reading the scrip- 
tures, so read that he may nnderstand, and 
have a due regard to the different meanings 
ofthe article heaven, for without this our 
reading will be in vain. 

E.pit oR. 
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TO MR. LONGLY, 


4z 


But what T intended, particularly, in this 





Gccasionally preaching in the vicinity of | letter, was with respect to the death of 


Cayuga Creek. 
Sir—I conclude, that one end or design | 
of preaching is to ‘enlighten mankind into 
the meaning of scripture 5 not as to its pre- 


cepts only, ‘but also as to its doctrines. I) 


am convinced that when this end or design | 
is not answered; or if a wrong and incon-| 


| Christ, on which you treated in.a sermon, 
| Lord’s day, Feb. 15, from these words, 


| And he bowed his howil and gave up the 
Ghost.—John, xix. 30. 
I was surprise d, Sir, at two things, par- 
ticularly, in your discourse, viz. first, in 
showing negatively why Christ did not die, 


sistent interpretation be given instead of you had a number of particulars : among 


that, which is true and consistent; the de- 
sign of preaching is very much frustrated 
and ke, that thus labors, ‘ labors in vain and 
spends his strength for naught.’ 

I conceive, likewise, that it is a matter 
of great regret, that the people, for whose 
good, preaching was instituted, should ever 
be fed with husks, while there is bread e- 
nough and to spare in our Father’s house. 

If you know of an earthly parent, who 
had willed a rebellious son a large estate, 
and executed this will, according to the law 
of the land, by which it was made sure and 
certain ; would you refuse to inform this 
son explicitly and ugreservedly of the fact ¢ 
or would you keep him in ignorance of it? 
The ignorance of the son with respect to 
the father’s geodness, would continue the 
son’s aversion to his father, especially if he 
believed, that his father would be generous 
and gracious to the rest of the family: but 
the news of grace and kindness to this reb- 
el, equally with the rest of the other chil- 
dren, would do more to humble and reclaim 
him, than all the severity or neglect, which 
the father could exercise. 

The will, which God has made and con- 
firmed to mankind by promise and oath 
contains the matter of the gospel; and as 
all men were sinners; so this will of God is 
made and executed fur all men: i. e. the 
heavenly inheritance is made sure for all 
mankind equally. Christ is the propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world. What- 
ever is meant by propitiation, it must e- 
qually apply to all mankind ; for he (Christ) 
is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world. ence the gospel is this good news 
preached by the authority or command of 
Jesus Christ to every creature. It is the 
deciaration of eternal life made sure in 
Christ for all mankind. Now why is this 
glorious truth withholden from those to 
whom it belongs? How can your preach- 
ing be called the gospel, when ‘the essential 
thing, in which the gospel consisis is kept 
out of sight, or absolutely denied. You 
bring not ‘good tidings of good, rior publish 
peace; and therefore, the beauty ascribed 
to the best of those, who do publish good, 
cannot be applied to yourself. 





these you mentioned that Christ did not die, 
because he was in the common lot of mor- 
tality with mankind ; that he was not sub- 
ject to death for violating the moral daw, or 
the ceremonial law, &c. You then obser- 
ved, that man’s deatk was occasioned by 
violating the law. Now, Sir, it appears to 
me, that man’s mortality was not occasioned 
by sin. He was made mortal, or nothing 
could have killed him. Neither sin, nor a- 
ny other cause could have destroyed man’s 
lite, if he had been made immortal. If 
Christ was not in the common lot of mortal- 
ity, he must have been immortal; and then 
he never could have died, either by his own 
consent or by wicked men. We grant 
that Christ perfectly obeyed the laws, un- 
der which he was made, and lived perfect- 
ly free from sin, consequently did not die 
for any crime committed by himself: but 
he did die, and this proves, that he was in 
the common lot of mortality with all man- 
kind. Was he not made in the likeness of 
sinful flesh? did he not need the supports 
of meat and drink for his mortal body ? and 
how could he lay down his own life, or how 
could the Jews destroy it if he had not been 
mortal ? It appears, then, that the body of 
Christ was mortal like our own, subject to 
hunger, thirst, pain, distress and death ; but 
this subjection of Christ was not occasioned 
by sin in himself, for he had none ; but it 
arose from the state of mortality, which was 
the same in him, as it is with all mankind. 

You stated, likewise, that Christ stood ia 
the place of sinners and bore their punish- 
ment 3 if that were true it would overthrow 
the idea of a limited salvation, and make 
God to act counter to his own law 3 viz. pun- 
ishing the innocent, and freeing the guilty, 
which has no foundation either in reason or 
revelation. 

The next thing, which surprised me was 
your declaration, that Christ merited noth- 
ing as to man’s salvation. This was the 
more surprising, because it is an entire depar- 
ture from your creed and wholly inconsis- 
tent with your preaching in general and 
your prayers in particular. 

I fully agree, that Christ merifed nothing 
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as to our salvation; there was no need for 
this; but that he stood in the place of sin- 
ners or bore their punishment, :s what we 
deny. 

Nothing can be more evident than this, 
that the salvation of mankind originated 
with God himscif. He needed no motive 
to persuade him; no blood to appease him ; 
nor any consideration out of himself to 
make it consistent to save the vilest sinner. 
Forgiveness is the priuciple of our salva- 
tion, and this always was with him. ‘ There 
is forgiveness with God.’ 

Sir, when you can reconcile the infinite, 
unchangeable love of God to mankind, with 
the necessity of a sacrifice to appease his 
anger against them; you may then preach 
the necessity of Christ’s death, and that be 
merited nothing at the same time, but no 
person will or can be the wiser for whai 
you say. Your brevity on all subjecis you 
have handled in my hearing, is inconsistent 
with a full explanation. J know not from 
your sermon, the reason why Clwist died. 

Lpiror. 





To the Rev. D. Bancock, of Buffalo. 
EXxaMINATION OF THE EptscopaL CaTe- 
cHIsM, &c. 

(Continued from page 35.) 

In my address to you, last week, I closed 
what i had to say of the short catechism, 
which is to be found in your Prayer 
Books, and I now come to the one which 
yon say is designed as an explanation of the 
last. Extract, page 12. 

“Q. Whois the Devil? 

A. A mighty angel that had rebelled a- 
gainst God. 2 Peter ii. 4. 

Q. What h: ippencd to man’s body in 
consequence of his transgression ? 

A. It became subject to many inconve- 
niences, diseases, and death, without any 
hopes of resurrection.” 

Iicre we are intrcdaced to a fabled being 
of very great fame—the Devil! Foran ac- 
count of who he is we are referred by vou 
to 2 Pet.ii.4. This text reads thus: “For 
if God spared not the angels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell, and delivered 
them into chains of darkness to be reserved 
unto judgment,” &c. This is the whole 
verse, and now, Sir, where is your story of 
es mighty angel that had rebelled against 
God”? There is not a werd of it in the 
9 to which you referus for it. You say, page 

2,that the Devil tempted Adamto sin, and 
an the Devil is a mighty angel that rebel- 
led against God. Now, Mr. Babcock, if I 


tee 


grant all this aliow me to ask who or what 
,tempted the Devil, while he was “ a migh- 
ty angel,” to sin’ Could he, the angel, 
sin without a tempter, more convenie ntly or 
more readily than Adam could? Look at 
| your absurdity, Sir. Adam needed atempt- 
er to make him sin, and yet an angel, every 
way Adam’s superior, sinned in heaven, 
withont a tempter, and then came to this 
earth to tenpt Adam! 

If you had referred us to Milton’s Para- 
| dise Lost we should there have found what 
you teach. The fables of vets, dir. Bab- 
cock, are but poor lds corainst the Bi- 
ble. The scriptures no where tl us that 
the Devil is a created being, or that he ex- 
ists in embadied shape. 

You say that by the sin of Adam man’s 
body became subject to inconveniences, dis- 
cases, and death, without any hope of a 
resurrection, Now, Siz, upon this plan, 
what will vou liave done with the wicked ? 
You hold that the bodies of the righteous 
will be raised; and I see no way for you 
here but to raise the wicked without a bo- 
dy! But whatis thereto be raised in one 
ease more than in the other? ‘The righ 
teons, you will have it, are to have their 
bedies raised for them to inhabit, while in 
bliss. Very well—do not the wicked as 
much require a body to be miserable in, as 
the righteous do for enjoyment: But more 
of this before of I close. 

At page 17 you are again upon the sub- 
ject of Baptism. The following is a part: 





ia case of necessity ? 

A. No; none can baptize without a com- 
mission from Jesus Christ.” 

A word uponthis. I believe you baptize 
persons when applied to for that purpose. 
And do you say, Mr. Babcock that you 
have acommission from Jesus Christ! I 
presume you never reflected upon this lan- 
guage, and its tendency ; but now that your 
attention is called to it I ‘hepe you will, for 
I think such reflection might ke highly ser- 
viceable. 

Again, pages 17, 18. 

*Q. What favors or privilege 
gravt to the person baptized in) 
Covenant ? 

A. The chief of them may be sduneil to 
five: 1. The forgiveness of all his ownsins 
if he hath commiited any, and of the sin of 
Adam, so far as it concerned him. 2. A 
‘title to the Holy Spirit, as being the life of 
, that Body whereof he is now made a mem- 
ber. 3. The promise of a resurrection to 
his bady, and of a glorious immortality in 
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“Q. But may not any Christian baptize, 
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heaven. 4. That a sincere and universal 
obedience to the law of God "I be accep- 

ted, although it be imperfect. And, 5. ‘That 
f if the baptized person be so unhappy as to 
© violate his baptismal vow by gross and wil- 
Pe tul sin, God will nevertheless pardon him 
upon his sincere repentance.” 

Here you repeat much of what was said 
at the beginning of the book, about the va- 
lidity of baptism; but as I was particular 
upon your absurdity there, T must not be 
required to repeat the whole here. You 
say that by baptism a man has a promise of 
a resurrection to his body. Well, by far 
the greatest part of the human family, up 
jo this date, have died etthout baptism.— 
Can you tll me what is to he done with 
such? Are they never to be raised from the 
dead? You say, at page 12, that in conse- 
quence of transgression man’s bedy became 
subject to death without any hope of a res- 
urrection. Do you hold to annihilation af- 
ter death, Mr. Babcock? I certainly can- 
uot understand such crookedness inany oth- 
erway. IT have an objection to make to the 
5th particular, in the last extract. You 
there teach that if the baptized person sin 
grossly and wilfully yet because he has 
been baptized, God will pardon him if he 
repent. Here, to be sure, is an inducement 
to every wicked person to be baptized, for 
after it he may sin wilfully and then 
by repenting get pardoned. This, it 
seems, you think those cannet do who 
have not been baptized; for you say this 
is a favor or privilege that God grants to 
the person baptized in this new covenant. 
It follows, then, from your own premises, 
that as mast of the human family to this | 
time, have died without baptism, so most of | 
them have died with sins unpardoned ; and 
having died with sins unpardoned, and not 
having received baptism, theif bodies cannot 
be raised—so for ought that T can see they 
are, in your opinion, gone to be heard of no 
more. Why, Sir, you deny them a resur- 
rection to be damned ! 

One word more upon this 5th particular. 
Do you not see, Sir, that with all those who 
believe it, this period is a direct invitation 
to be baptized, in order to get a license to 
commit wilful and gross sin? A. has only 
to be baptized, and then, if he feels dispos- 
ed io shoot his neighbor and burn his house, 
wilfully, he can do so without being pun- 





ished for it, provided he repent afterwards 
of the deed! ‘This, had he done it before | 
baptism, even if he had repented, would 


It wears a striking resemblance to the Ro- 
man Catholic’s flight to church for safety, 
when he has erred. Let his crime be 
what it may, if committed against an “ infi- 
del,” it is wiped off as soon as he reaches 
the house of worship ! 
A UNIVERSALIST. 
( To be continued. ) 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
( Continued from page 22 


awe 
Sir, 


I now proceed as was proposed, to show 
that the glorious gospel of the blessed God, 
or “the doctrine of the restitution of all 
things spoken of,” (not by a part, but) “ by 
all God’s holy prophets since the world be- 
gan,” has and always had the tendency to. 
make the self righteous sad, notwithstanding 
it was announced from heaven, at the ad- 
vent of our dear Redeemer, to be “ good 
news and glad tidings of great joy to all 
people,” it was not received as such by the 
chief priests, elders, scribes, and pharisees ; 
for they expected that when the Messiah 
came, he would restore the pristine glory 
and grandeur of the kingdom of the Jews, 
and that under his reign,it would by far sure 
pass its former splendor, that his kingdom 
was to be a terrestrial or an earthly king- 
dom, (for a long time at least,) that he 
would disregard the wretched condition of 


the Gentiles,(/ whom they had ever despised.) 


To such individuals, the appearance ofa 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and ly- 
ing ia a manger, exhibited no proof that the 
declaration they had received was of divine. 
origin. The pride and prejudices of the. 
Jewish nation were such that they looked 
upon the Gentiles, as unworthy of the least 
of God’s favors, and as they had for a long 
time been the favorite and chosen people of 
God, that he had no gracious designs tow-. 
ards the rest of mankind. But when John 
the Baptist, whom the Jews acknowledged, 
to be a prophet saw Jesus he said to them, 
“ Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh a- 
way the sin of the world,” they were trou- 
bled, and when they saw Christ “ eating 
and drinking with publicans and sinners,” 
it increased their malevolence, they accused 
him of being “a gluttonous man and a wine 
bibber, possessed of the devil, a deceiver,” 
&c. All his miracles they ascribed to the 
power of the devil, they aceused him of not 
paying proper regard to the sabbath day. 
‘Their language virtually was look at the conf 


have damned him! Such is your teaching ;; pany he keeps and with whom he deljghts 


and the public must judge of its tendency, | to associate ; his doctrine is well caleuiated 
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to please and gratify them ; those whom be ( culated a report that Mr. Everett has retain. 


has employed to promulgate this detestable | 


doctrine,are poor, illiterate fishermen. ‘Their 
master whom they call the Son of God has 
publicly said that publicans and harlots 
shall enter the kingdom of God before us, 
(who have received liberal educations, and 
are not only intiusted with the divine ora- 
cles but are expounders of the same.) Ie 
has called us serpents, a generation ef vip- 
ers! hypocrites! has compared us to whit- 
ed sepulchers, which indeed appear beauti- 
ful outward, but are within full of dead men’s 
bones and ali uncleanness,that we outward- 
ly appear righteous unto men, but within 
we are full of hypocrisy and iniquity, and 
for pretence make. long prayers to be seen 
of men. (See Mat. 23 chap.) To such 
unjust accusations we will not submit, away 
with this man, he is a false teacher. Cru- 
cify him ! crucify him !” 

Sach, kind reader,was the reception and 
treatinent which the Son of God.the Saviour 
of all men, and his doctrine met with by 
the religionist and self-righteous of his day. 
They believed that they were the elect the 
chosen people of God, that they were more 
righteous than their neighbors—they did 
not believe in God’s impartial grace and love; 
and therefore, with the utmost confidence 
say, “ Stand by,” (sinner) come not nigh, 
for | am holier than thou.” But as soonas 
it was generally understood by the Jews, 
that Christ was a friend to publicans and 
Bianers, that le came not to call the right- 
eous but sinners to repentance, that the 
Geitiles were objects of God’s impartial 
and unbounded grace and love, and that 
they had an equal interest with themselves 
in this great and glorious salvation. He 
was despised, rejected, and set at naught by 
them, the worst of criminals was prefered 
to him, they procured false evidence against 
his life, in the midst of his agonies, they re- 
viled him, and laughed at his dying groans! 
They gave him vinegar to drink mingled 
with gall. When nailed to the cross with 
his arms extended to encircle as it were the 
whole human family, for whom he was a- 
bout to shed his precious blood, * he cried 
Father, forgive them for they know not what 
they do,” then bowed his glorious head and 
gave up the ghost.” M. 

(To be continued. ) 





Religious Lying !—A small sum of mo- 
ney was recently collected, in this village, 
by the Rev. L. 5. Everett, for the benefit of 
awicow. Several professors of religion, 
pave for some cays past industriously cir- 





ed a part of that money as his own, and re. 


fuses to apply it to the purpose for which jt 
was collected. 


The story is entirely untrne, in ever 


| part; and of this satisfactory proof will be 


given to any person who will call upon Mr, 
Everett for that purpose. If any individu. 
al refuse or neglect to call, and still con- 
tinue to give currency to the above false- 
hood, he may rest assured that he will be 
required to produce legal evidence of the 
fact, in acourt of justice. The zealof sume 
few in giving circulation to the above story 
has rendered this notice absolutely necessa- 
'y. BENJAMIN CARYL, 
Buffalo, Feb, 20, 1824. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
Sir—In compliance with the request of my 
respected brethren, I submit the follow- 
ing discourse to the perusal ofan enlight- 
ened public. While I feel to regret ‘he 
want of ability, which will no doubt be 
apparent to the reader, I will only ask of 
you, and the friends of truth an exercise 
of that charity towards the author, and 
this endeavor to subserve the cause of 
pure and undefiled religion, which he has 
endeavored to inculcate. Le BE 


A SERMON, 
Delivered at Buffalo, Febreary 15. 
BY L. S. EVERETT. 


“ And now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these ie 
charity.”—1 Cor. xiii. 13. 


In the twelve preceding verses of this 
chapter, the apostle speaks of many essen- 
tial virtues, which are necessary to the well 
being of the religion of Christ. A christian 
without virtue, isa contradiction in terms. 
A christian, is one who follows Jesus Christ, 
not in word, but in deed, and in truth._— 
An empty faith in him is no more than the 
devil himself may exercise :—Ile, if our 
Saviour’s words are to be aecredited, believes 
and trembles, and supposing the term dev- 
il to signify a wicked spirit, we may well 
conclude, that an abandoned and wicked 
man, may have a kind of historical faith in 
Christ, while at the same time, in the strict 
sense of the word, heis no more a christian, 


than we are mahometans, on account of our 








belief that there once was a man of that 
name, 


Much may be said in favor of those vir 
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tues which adorn the christian character.— 
They are numerous, and distinguished from 
those things which are enjoined in the pre- 
Feepis of men; by an evident superiority. 
» Many maxims are laid down by the wise 
and predent, whieh tend to promote in no 
‘small degree, the rational enjoyment of 
mankind ; but, even these, are generally 
derived from, or contained in; the scrip- 
tures of truth. 

The bible, particularly the New Testa- 
ment, contains a rule for our conduct, in 
every case in life. In afiliction, we hear 
the voice, saying “ God doth net afflict wil- 
lingly, nor grieve the children of men”— 
when we are called upon to survive the 
much loved friend ; we may turn to the 
sacred book, and read “ Blessed are they 
th.i mourn, for they shall be comforted :” 
when we are oppressed with a sense of our 
sinfulness, we hear the consoling words, “he 
that bunibleth himself shall be exalted :”’— 
when we are forgetful of our sinfulness or 
depravity ; a word comes to our ear, “ he 
that exalteth himself shall be humbled :”— 
In a word, in the book called the bible,there 
are corrections for our faults—encourage- 
‘ments for every virtuous act, and the words 
of comfort for every trying hour. Thus are 
we favored with a guide to direct every 
step through the present life ; and by pur- 
suing the course marked out, our happiness 
willbe secure under every circumstance ; 
and our joy will be as lasting as life. Yet 
notwithstanding our enjoyments may be 
great in this lower world ; when compared 
with the bright scenes of another, they fade 
into nothing, and appear of too little conse- 
quence to deserve our serious attention.— 
As to matters that concern us here, we may 
truly say in the words of our context,— 
“ whether there be prophecies, they shall 
fail—whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease—whether there be knowledce, it shall 
vanish away ! For here we know in part, 
end we prophecy in part !’— But when 
that which is perfect is come;’? when the 
scenes of heaven are opened to our enrap- 
tured view—then “ that which is in part 
shall be done away”—then as in the lan- 
guage of the poet,— 

** "Then we shall see, and hear, and know, 
AU we desired or wish’d below !” 





What shall then be our employment ?— | 
shall it be to rejoice in faith. No—for then, | 
the most perfect kaowledge shall supersede | 


the necessity of this exercise! Shall it be 


hone ? No—for then our warmest desires ' 


towards our God, shell be crowned with an! 
tecescribably happy consummation !—Shall ' 
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it be fear r—No—for then a perfect knowl- 
edge of the truth, shall banish all fear and 
consequent torment ! How desirous should 
we be, to find out the theme, that shall then 
employ our tongues, and to learn, here on 
earth, to begin the employment which shall 
then constitute our immortal bliss ! O, that 
we might here tune our voices tothe anthem, 
which shall then be chanted by the host of 
heaven—O that our hearts might now be 
warmed with the influences of that God- 
like spirit; which shall then prevade the 
courts of eternal blessedness ! Could this 
be the case, what a heaven upon earth should 
we enjoy !—How strongly should we de- 
test the vanities of the world, and the emp- 
ty delusions of sin! Great God !—We 
should be like the angels of heaven ! ! 

Would to God, that this holy day, could 
be so improved, that our hearts might be 
enlightened with the rays of divine truth, in 
a manner to cause us to forsake forever, the 
vain pursuit of error, and tc begin the noble 
work, which shall be the everlasting em- 
ployment of every creature in heaven, on 
earth, under the earth and inthe sea! And 
may the Lord assist us, while we attend to 
three important particulars which are pre- 
sented for our consideration ip the text be- 
fore us, vit. 

I. Faith—its effect, and its duration. 

II. Hope—its comforting influence—the 
necessity of it—and its end. . 

Il}. I shall endeavor to show the doc- 
tine of the words which compose the last 
clause of our text. “ The greatest of these 
is charity.” 

I. Faith. A pure evangelical faith, re- 
cognizes God as he is ; and is built on the 
evidence atiorded usin the book of nature, 
the works of providence, and the testimony 
of the holy prophets, together with that of 
Christ and his apostles. From all these 
different sources, we learn the consoling 
truth, that, there isa God 3 that he is al- 
mighty in power, infinite in goodness and 
mercy, unchanging in love ; never-failing in 
compassion § unwavering in his purposes, 
and thathe has designed salvation for all 
things which have emanated from his infi- 
nite fuluess. ‘The very command, which 
requires ail created intelligences, to believe 
jin God as a Saviour, when considered in 
connexion with hisunchangeability, forbids, 
forever the wicked thoucht, that he has, or 
will design, or permit the souls of his chil- 
dren, to suffer in endless fire, unspeakable 
anguish! Ido insist upon the correctness 
of the idea, that we are not required in the 
scriptures to lacorperate the notion of en@ 
La 
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less misery into our articles of faith; for, 
God has in no instance, enjoined this upon 
his creatures, and therefore the presump- 
tion is, that he has not wifled with us, in 
making it our duty (and the duty of all men) 
to have faith in him as the God of our eter- 
nal salvation. 

Let it also be remembered, that there is 
evidence, incontestible in its nature, which 
demonstrates the fact, that any thing short 
of that faith which recognizes God as our 
universal Benefactor, is nothing more then 
a mere historical faith, which may be ex- 
ercised by even the devil himself, or any 
of hischildren. I say, this is an incontes- 
tible fact, because, if we do not believe in 
him, as the Saviour of all men, we have 
reason to tremble for our own safety 5; and 
Christ himself informs us, that the devils 
believe and tremble: consequently, he, 
who believes, and at the same time trem- 
bles, has nothing more than the faith of 
devils ! 

This being understood, we will fora mo- 
ment, consider the effect of true faith in 
God. No tongue is adequate to the task of 
describing its happyfying tendency. It o- 
pens to our view, the joys of heaven. It 
unfolds the golden gates, and points us to 
the fair regions of the skies, where reigns 
in unbeclouded majesty, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. It brings home to the 
soul, the divine, the love-inspiring consola- 
tion, which arises from the beliefthat along, 
a lasting eternity shall witness the indes- 
cribable happiness of ransomed millions ! 

ut gladdening as are the fruits of faith, 
there will bea time when its comforting influ- 
ences, will be needed no more; however 
much it may promote the bappiness of 
God’s children here below, yet, the period 
will ere long arrive, when blissful reality, 
shall blot even faith itself from existence! 
Faith is but an inhabitant of the earth, it is 
only food for the soul while imprisoned 
in its tenement of clay; and when the 
chains are broken, and our spirits go to 
God who gave them, this virtue, must stay 
behind, to comfort some other pilgrim en 
his journey to the tomb. 

Hf. Hope.—This is an exercise of the 
mind, which is in a measure de pendent on 
faith for its existence, 
a good, and benevolent being, ¢ 





‘ives rise to! 





A belief in God, as | ithey have r ference to Him; the 
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who are dependent on him for food and rai. 
ment, and he finds no good reason to hope 
for the means of sustaining the lives of but 
five, he certainly is pot as happy as he 
would be, were he satisfied that he should 
find abundant means to save the lives of 
them all. Neither can we, when we look 
around us, pon our friends and our neivh- 
bors, derive happiness from the reflection, 
that, probably, but a few will be provided 
for by our heavenly Father. Buton the 
contrary, when we have faith in the prom- 
ise, that * all nations, kindreds, and fami- 
lies of the earth shall be blessed in Christ,” 
our hope maketh not ashamed 3 but is “ as 
an anchor of the soul both sulle and _ stead- 
fast, and which entereth into that within 
the vail.” Hence if our faith is strong our 
hope will be equally so; and if our bélief 
is firm and unshaken our hope will also be 
immoveable. 
(Concluded in our next.) 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 

We have received a letter from Mr. J. B; 
Dons of Levant, ( Me.) in which he says, 
that he occasionally preached Calvinist 
doctrine for about two years. He was con- 
vinced of the untruth of Calvinism long be- 
fore he became a believer in Universalism, 
which was last March. We cannot refrain 
indulging the liberty of quoting one sentence 
from a private letter. He says, “ 1 am well 
acquainted with the Calvinist dovtrine, and 
tu my lasting sorrow, have spent the morn- 
ing of my days, yea, a very valuable part 
of my life, in advocating a doctrine, whick, 
for cruelty , exceeds the powers of the imag- 
ination to pourtray; and ascribes to the 
* Father of mercies,’ a character which 
would disgrace the supposed * foul monster 
of the regions of despair.” I sometimes 
shudder on teviewing my sermons 3; to be- 
hold what - ideas [have urged upon the 
minds of others as solemn truth; but [knew 
not what I did.” 





God isthe fountain from which all the 
streams ‘of goigmese flow; the centre from 
which all the rays of blessedness diverge. 
All actions, are, therefore, only good, as 
streams 
back to the f ravs 


must revert ntain, the 


the hope of an immortal and incorruptible | must converze*again to this centie. 


inkeriiance, which faith induces us to sup-| 
pose he has in merey designed for us and! 
all others. Our laudable happiness, in a! 
great degree depends on the extent of our 
hope. 


lf a kind father, has ten children, | 
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